
Meetings and Hearings  

Within this section you will find information about past formal misconduct proceedings.  

Meeting and Hearing Outcomes March 2020 
 

Date Arising from 
Complaint or 
Conduct 
Investigation 

Hearing 
or 
Meeting 

Rank or 
Grade 

Allegations Outcome 

02/03/20 Conduct Hearing Ex-
Inspector 
Appleton 

Discreditable Conduct, Confidentiality, Orders and Instructions, Honesty 
and Integrity 

Would have 
been 
dismissed 

    Between 21 March 2013 and 20 April 2016, it is alleged that Inspector Appleton: 

a) Accessed information through the Northumbria Police Integrated Computer 
and Communications System (NPICCS) relating to Mr X on at least five 
occasions;  

b) Accessed information through the Northumbria Police Integrated Computer 
and Communications System (NPICCS) relating to Mr X’s associates and/or 
premises connected to them; 

c) The above searches were without a legitimate policing purpose and/or in 
breach of Northumbria Police’s Data Protection and Inappropriate 
Association Policies and Procedures and/or contrary to a former Detective 
Superintendent’s IA Determination. 

 
 

 

    On 6 June 2015, Mr Y, an associate of Mr X, was wanted by police on suspicion 

of assault.  On that day, it is alleged that Inspector Appleton: 

a) Used the NPICCS to access information relating to Mr Y and premises to 
which he was connected.  He was not an investigating officer in his 
case.  His searches were without a legitimate policing purpose and/or in 
breach of Northumbria Police’s Data Protection and Inappropriate 
Association Policies and Procedures;  

b) Spoke to Mr X by telephone on a number of occasions that day and also to 
Mr Y directly; and 

c) Passed on confidential policing information to Mr Y either directly or 
indirectly. 

 

 



 

     
Between 1 September 2014 and 14 June 2016, it is alleged Inspector Appleton 
continued to associate with Mr X.  In particular, that he: 
 
a)    Made 495 calls or texts to Mr X’s mobile phone; 
b)    Met with Mr X on at least six occasions; and 
c)    Failed to report the same pursuant to the Inappropriate Association 

Procedure or at all. 

 

 

 

    
It is alleged that, on 6 November 2015, Inspector Appleton used the NPICCS to 
access information relating to an individual, who was connected to his family at 
the time. That search was made without a legitimate policing purpose and/or 
was in breach of Northumbria Police’s Data Protection Policy and Procedure. 

 


