
Our people

Strategic 
intent
Northumbria Police are 
committed and determined 
to uphold and deliver  
the highest standards  
of integrity and quality of 
service across the force.

We will bring a demonstrable 
and sustained approach 
to policing attitudes, 
behaviours and culture 
through three overarching 
objectives: 

• build trust and 
confidence in policing

• relentlessly pursuing 
perpetrators

• create safer spaces

The framework  
for delivery 

Our work 
will be 
enabled by
• embed policing violence against women 

and girls as a force priority in our control 
strategy and policing plans

• listening and responding to the views and 
ideas from third-sector organisations and 
women and girls within our communities

• working with other statutory and non-
statutory agencies to achieve objectives

• working with local and national policing 
organisations and the government 
to identify and implement sustained 
changes to police practice

• joining up and coordinating all 
existing work related to VAWG across 
Northumbria Police

• ensuring an evidence-based approach 
to understand what works and using 
promising practice identified across the 
country and broader

Pillar 1: Build trust and confidence 
•  Respond to allegations of police-perpetrated abuse, learning from mistakes  

and best practice. 

•  Challenge and address sexism and misogyny within policing. 

•  Involve VAWG organisations, including charities supporting Black and minoritised 
women and girls, as well as individual women and girls with lived experience.

•  Collect consistent local and national information on the availability of specialist 
VAWG investigators to build the right capability and capacity. 

Pillar 2: Relentless perpetrator pursuit 
•  Relentlessly pursue and actively manage and target the most dangerous  

and prolific perpetrators. 

•  Better use of police powers to protect women and girls, and to manage and 
disrupt perpetrators. 

•  Adopt a trauma-aware approach at all levels, to better support victims  
through the criminal justice process, and focus on evidence-led prosecutions 
where appropriate. 

•  Enhanced supervision of VAWG investigations. 

Pillar 3: Safer spaces 
•  Immediate prioritisation of VAWG. 

•  Focus prevention work on the most dangerous online, private and public spaces.

Violence Against  
Women and Girls Strategy



“The term ‘violence against women  
and girls’ refers to acts of violence or abuse  
that we know disproportionately affect 
women and girls. Crimes and behaviour 
covered by this term include rape and other 
sexual offences, domestic abuse, stalking, 
‘honour’-based abuse (including female 
genital mutilation, forced marriage, and 
‘honour’ killings), as well as many others, 
including offences committed online. While 
we use the term ‘violence against women  
and girls’, throughout this Strategy, this 
refers to all victims of any of these offences.”

This document uses the following  
Home Office definition of VAWG: 

What is  
Violence  
Against  
Women  
and Girls?
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